Payment of Membera.

were only twenty-seven members who
voted in favour of the prineiple of pay-
ment. but in 1893 there was an absolute
majority of members in the House of
Commons who favoured the system. In

a House consisting of 505 members a !

majority was found voting for the
principle. The Premier can want no
greater precedent than that. It has been
stated that I am advocating class legisla-
tion. When I advocate legislation in the
interest. of the majority, the idea of class
legislation is exploded. When hon.
members refuse to vote for payment of
- members, they vote in favour of the
wealthy classes. .
Hon. H. W. VExx (Wellington) : Tdo
not wish to give a silent vote on this
occasion. When a motion in reference to

o

payment of members was submitted on a

former occasion, I said, as I say now, that
I believe in the principle: it is a difficult
matter to argue against the principle
of payment of members. On the previous
occasion, when this subject was discussed,
I did not support the motion; but, as
the hon. member now submitting the
motion only asks the House to affirm
the principle, I take it that the mere
affirmation of the principle will not lead
the Government to be n any burry,
therefore I shall vote for the meotion.
Unless there is a decided expression of
opinton given that the Government should
immediately take action, I assume that
the Government can suit their own con-
venience in considering the question. At
the next general election this guestion
might be very well placed before the
country. As the hon. member who
moves the motion does wnot desire the
Government to take immediate action, T
ghall be very glad to support the principle.
I do not see how it is possible to advance
any argument against the principle. A
man should be paid for services rendered
to the State, and that being so, I shall
support the motion now before the House
affirming the principle of payment of
members.

Motion, as amended, put and division
taken, with the following result: —

Ayes 20
Noes ... 11
Majority for 9
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AYES, Noes.
Mr. Conally I Sir John Forrest
Mr. Doherty Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Ewing ! Mr. H r
Mr. G Ty BIr. Hooley
Mr. Hal Mr. Hubble
Mr. Higham Mr, Lelroy
Mr. Holmes Mer. bonger
Mr. Illingworth Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Eenny Mr, Phillips
Mr. Kingsmall Mr, Piesse
Mr, Leake Mr. Burt (Teller).
Mr. Moran
Mr. Dldhan i
Mr. Rason
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Venn
Ifr. Voaper
Mr. Wallace
MEr., i

. Wilson .
Mr. James {Teller). |
Motion, as amended, thus passed.

REGISTRATION OF FIRMS BILL.

Received from the Legisiative’ Council,
and, on the motion of Mr. James, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMERNT.
The House adjourned at 10-50 p.m,,
until the next day.

Xegislatibe @ouncil,
Thursday, 25th November, 1897

Papers presented—Questions: (1) Petitions of Right;
(2) Police Protection in South Perth—Question:
Legislation r¢ Timhber Lenses—Question : Compen-
sation re Hoinnult Leases—Question: Mr. G. D.
Simpson and Peak Hill Mining Properties—Ques.
tioo: Site of W.A. Smelting Company's Works—
Question : Fremantle Water Supply —Question :
Subinco Roads Roard District—Steam Boilers Bill :
select committee’s report—Underground Surveyors
Bill : further consideration in ecommittee; division
on amendment to Clause 5—Employment Brokers
Bill: frst reading—Sale of Liquors Amendment
Bill: frst rending—TIndustrial Statisties Bill: first
rending—Immigmiion Hestriction Bill: first reading
—Bankruptcy Act Amendment Bill: in committee ;
division on nmendment to Clause 1—Local Courts
Evidence Bill: io committee—Loaus Reappropria-
tion Bill : in commitiee—DBlines Regulation Act
Amendment Bill: second rending—Motion: Leave
of Abzence--Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT toock the chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.
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Hainault Leases.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Mrvister or Mives—(1.)
Returns of Land Selection, Department
of Landsand Survey for the nine months
ended 30th September, 1897. (2.} Com-
parative Returns of Tmports and Exports
mto and from Western Australia during
the years 1892 to 1896.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTIONS—-(1) PETITIONS OF RIGHT;
{(2) POLICE PROTECTION IN SOUTH
PERTH.

Howv. R. 8. HAYNES: 1 beg to ask
the Minister of Mines, without notice,
when le intends to bring down the
correspondence relative to the Petitions
of Right for which I asked some time
ago; and also the information concerning
the police protection in South Perth, for
whieh T also asked.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): The hon. member
was out of the House when I answered
his question with regard to police pro-
tection in South Perth, and promised that,
if any further information were required,
I would be glad to give it. T also stated,
in answer to the other question, that
some point had arisen with reference
to petitiona of right which wonld rather
prejudice the interests of the Govern-
ment. If this has been settled since, I
will be very glad to carry out my promise
and supply the information desired. I
will look into the matter.

QUESTION —LEGISLATION RE TIMBER
LEASES.

How. J. H. TAYLOR, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines
if it was the intention of the Government
to introduce a Bill during the present
session of Parliament to amend the
timber regulations now in force; and, if
80, would such Bill be brought forward
in sufficient time to ensure its passage
through both Houses before the proro-
ation ?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied:—Yes. The
Gtovernment hope to introduce the Bill
next week.

QUESTION — COMPENSATION RE
HAINAULT LEASES.

[COUNCIL.]

Peak Rill Mining.

—1. What arrangement, if any, was made
Ly the hon. the Premier, and with whom,
as to payment of compensation to the
owners of the Hainanlt leases? 2. What
was the consideration for such agree-
ment, if any 7 3. What amounts, if any,
have been paid away thereunder? 4. By
what authority have such payments been
made, and out of what vote has the
money been taken ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H Wiftenoom) replied:—i1. The
(Government promised to pay the plam-
tiffs £3500, to reimburse them for any ex.
pense and trouble they had incurred.
2. No consideration. 3. The sum of
£500 has been paid, and the costs, as far
as they have been taxed, have also heen
paid. 4. There is no vote of Parliament,
and the money has been paid on the
authority of his Excellency the Governor-
in-Council.

QUESTION—Mr. G. D. SIMPSON AND
PEAX HILL MINING PROPERTIES,
Hon. R. 8. HAYNES, in accordance

with notice, asked the Minister of Mines:

1. Is the Hon. the Minister of Mines

aware that Mr. Reed, Departmental En-

gineer of the Department of Mines, in a

letter upon official paper dated from the

Department on the 27th May, 1897,

addressed to Mr. Darlington Simpson,

stated as follows :—* Having received in-
structions from the hon. the Minister of

Mines to revisit and report on the Peak

Hill Goldfield for you, I have the honour

to submit a copy of my official report to

the Department of Mines, with further
information collected during my wvisit ? ”

2. Is the hon. the Minister of Mines

aware that Mr. Reed, in his official

capacity, in that letter advised upon the
manner in which the property known as
the Peak Hill Patch should be worked,
and expressed the opinion that «the
success of the mines referred to is quite
assured P 3. Is it a fact that the hon,
the Minister of Mines gave Mr. Reed
instructions to revisit the goldfield and
report for Mr. Simpson, as set forth?

4. [f not, did the hon. the Minister give

Mr. Reed any, and if so what, instrue-

tions in that respect? 5. If any instrue-

tions were s0 given, for what reason were
they given? 6. Were the reports given

How. R. 8. HAYNES, in accordance | to Mr. Simpson for the purpose of assist-
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines ; ing him in floating a company in Eng-



Peak Hill Mining:

land or elsewhere to acquire and work the
mines ? If not, for what other purpose ?
7. Has the Minister of Mines seen the

prospectus of the Peak Hill Goldfield, '

Limited, and the annexures thereto? 8.
Is the Minister aware that a fac simile of
Mr. Reed's letter of 27th Day, 1897,
bearing the roval arms,and a fuc simile of
a Government Gazette is annexed thereto?
9. Is the Minister aware that the pros-
pectug is headed as follows:—" A new
goldfield of phenomenal richness, proved
by Government reports, statisties, and
returns to he one of the richest gold-
fields yet discovered?” 10. Is the
Minister aware that, in support of such
statement, it iz stated in the prospectus,
amongst other things, that ¢ The Direc-
tors take 1t as collateral evidence of the
soundness of the business that two gen-
tlemen-—-one the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, the other the brother of
the Premier of Western Austiralia—have,
after investigating the business with the
Chief Engineer of the Government, iden-
tifiel themselves with the company?”
11. Who is the Chief Engineer referred
to? Has the gentleman investigated the
matter with the other genilemen men-
tioned ? 12. If it be the fact that the
matter has heen so investigated, was it
with the sanction of the hon. the
Minister of Mines? 13. Mr. Simpsen
having stated in a report annexed to the
prospectus that he waited on the hon.
the Minister of Mines and obtained his
consent to Mr. Reed revisiting the mines
for the purpose of reporting thereon, as
before mentioned, and the practical
working thereof, will the hon. gentleman
state whether such consent was given,
and for what purpose was the report to
beused? 14. Is the Minister aware
that, relying on the truth and accuracy of
the statements and reports, the company
has been floated on the London market
for £250,000? 15. If, on perusal of the
prospectus, the hon. the Minister is of
opinion that, from the frequent reference
to official reports and Government docu-
ments, and the Government officials’ con-
nection with the mine, the British public
were, or might be, induced to believe that
the stability, richness, or permanence of
the mines in question had in any way
been vouched for hy the Government,
will the hon. the Minister take any, and if
80 what, steps to remove such an
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erroneous impression ? 16. If the allega-
tions and statements in the prospectus or
any of the documents annexed thereto are
untrue, open to gualification, or published
| without authority, what steps, if anjy,
' does the Minister intend to take in the
| maiter ¥ 17. How long has Mr. Reed
{ been in the Government service, and
i what appointments has he held, and by
| whom was he appointed? 18. 1s Mr.
| Beed still in the Government service,
either actively or on leave of absence?
If not, on what date did he resign, and
who hus been appointed in bis place? 1g.
Is Mr. Reed mn any manner connected
with the company in question ag nanager,
engineer, or otherwise; and, if so, for
what length of tiine ? -

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :—1. Yes. 2.
Yes. 3. Yes. 4, 5. Because it was
represented that English capitalists would
not aceept the report of any gold-mining
authority, unless he were a Government
official, and as the small leaseholders at
Peak Hill were asking for money to be
spent in procuring water and erecting a
crushing battery, ete., the Government
thought, it would he more in the interests
of the colony to assist the introduction
of capital, and so have the mines de-
veloped, and machinery erected by private
enterprise, in such a remote locality.
The Government allowed Mr. Reed to go
for twelve days to report, for which the

Govermnent received £75; but they take
‘ no responsibility for his report, which
‘ was to Mr. Simpson, and not the Glovern-
!
|

ment. 6. No reports were given to IMr.

Simpson by the Government, as faras 1
 know. 7. Yes. 8. Yes. o Yes. 10
Yes. 11. 1 presume the Departmental
Engineer, as that term is used on the
first page of Mr. Reed’s report; I am
unable to say. 12. No. 13. Answered
by No. 5. 14. Iunderstand the company
has been floated, but cannot say on what
grounds, beyond those given in the
prospectus.  15. If I considered any
erroneous impression had been created, I
should certainly take steps to contradict,
but I am of opinion the merits of this
field have been rather understated than
overstated. (6. At present I don’t see
the necessity for any. 17. Mr. Reed
entered the Government service on 30th
December, 1891, as draftsman. He has
since held the positions of Assistant
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Engineer, Engineering Surveyor, In-
spector of Mines, and is at present the
Departmental Engineer and Statist, as
also Inspector of Mines for the Collie
Coal Field. 18. Mr. Reed is on four
months’ leave of absence, without pay.
19. T understand he is at present em-
ployed by the company, in some capacity,
but cannot say what, precisely.

QUESTION—SITE OF W.A. SMELTTNG
COMPANY'S WORKS.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON, in acecord-
ance with notice, asked the Minister of
Mines:—t. Whether the site to be
acquired from the Government by the
Western Australian Smelting Company is
above or below the two bridges over the
Swan River at Fremantle? 2. Is it
possible for large vessels to deliver
cargoes on auny frontage above the two
Fremantle bridges before those bridges
have been removed f 3. Have any arrange-
ments been made to remove these bridges
to enable large vessels to discharge in
Rocky Bay?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied:-—1. The site
acquired is above the bridges. 2. Targe
vessels cannot pass under the bridges, hut
large barges, without masts, can do so.
3. No.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE WATER
SUPPLY.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines,
‘Whether the Government have any
reason to believe that the water supply of
Fremantle is not absolutely permanent
and sufficient.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wiitenoom) replied :—The
Government have no reason to believe
that the present water supply for Fre-
mantle i not absolutely permanent and
sufficient.

QUESTION-—SUBIACO ROADS BOARD

DISTRICT.
Hox. R. 8. HAYNES, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of

Mines :—1. Was the whole of the land
comprised in the limits of the Subiaco
Roads Board district by proclamation
defined to be within the municipal district
of Sublaco? 2. Beforesuch proclamation

[COUNCIL.)

Underground Surveyors Bill.

was any provision made for payment of
claims against the Roads Board ? 3.
Was any, and if so what, sum voted for
the formation of Rokeby Road, in the
said district ? 4. To whom has the same
been paid, whether to the Roads Board or
the Municipal Council ? 5. How has the
money been expended ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Houn.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :—1, z, 3. The
sums voted for the formation of Rokeby
Road amouonted to £1,860. 4. £910 was
paid over to the late Roads Board, and
£950 to the municipality. 5. The Town
Clerk states that the money has been
expended in clearing and macadamising
the road.

STEAM BOILERS BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Report brought up by Hon. G. Rax-
DELL, and ordered to he printed without
the evidence.

UNDERGROUND SURVETORS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration in commitiee resumed.

Clause 5-—Duties and powers of Board:

Hox. G. RANDELL moved as an
amendment that the following paragraph
he added to sub-clause 4:—

{d} Provided that all licensed surveyors
who shall have actually carried on or
practised the business or professton of an
underground mining surveyor in the Colony
of Western Australia for the term of 12
months immediately prior to the coming into
operation of this Act, and who passes an
examination in thesubject of mining surveying
as follows :—Connection and reduction of bear-
ings to datam of surface survey; survey of
vertical nnd inclined shafis, drives and work-
ings; survey of mineral veins, lodes, seams
and leads; the practice of underground
levelling and plotting sections.

There was a general feeling in the com-
mittee on the previous day in favour of
some such amendment as this. The
object sought by the Hon. R. 8. Haynes
would be attained by this amendment.
The Minister of Mines had signified his
assent to some such amendiment.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The amend-
ment, as it stood, was meaningless. Some
such words as “shall be entitled to a
certificate under this Act, and registered
accordingly,” should be added at the end
of the amendment,
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Hox. J. W. Hacrerr moved that the
amendment he amended by striking out
the words “ provided that.”

Put and passed.

Hon. A. H. HENNING moved, as a |

further amendment, that in line 3 the
words “for the term of 12 months
immediately " be struck out.

Tre MINISTER or MINES had no
objection to the amendment. Al he
wished was to provide that underground
surveyors should pass an examination.

Put and passed.

Ho~x. A. H.  HENNING moved, as a
further amendment, That in line 4 the
words ““and who passes an examination
in the subject of mining surveying as
follows ” be struck out. This would
entifle those licensed surveyors who,
prior to the coming into operation of the
Bill, were actively carrying on or prac-
tising the business or profession of sur-
veying, to register, provided the other
conditions of the Bill were complied with.
This Bill should be read to a certain
extent with the Mining Regulations Act
of 1895, which provided that a mine
owner was subject to a penalty if he did
not provide the mining inspector and
Mines Department with an accurate and
full detailed plan of the underground
workings. If that and the necessary
plan for the blocking of it was done by
any individual whom the owner thought
desirable to employ, or by any individual
authorised by the Minister of Mines, he
{Mr. Henning) saw at once that there
would be a deadlock to a certain extent.
The former were conswlting engineers fo a
certain extent. The companies had their
regular staff, and employed officers who
devoted their whole time and attention to
this particular work, or any other wark
which they were ordered to do. These
men could not be taken to be included
within the purview of this Bill, because
they neither pretended that they were
surveyvors, nor did they make use of the
name, and they did not practise under-
ground mining surveving in the way
mtended to be covered by this Bill. In
order to meet the difficulty, he suggested
that any one employed ai the present
time in underground surveying, or who
was carrying on undergrcund surveving
on his own account, should be entitled to
be licensed under this Bill. If the
Goveriiment were to step in and say to

!
l
T
i

——— —

—-
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those weu already in practice as under-
ground surveyors, “ Yon must, before you
ean be allowed to carry on in the future,
pass an examination,” the next thing we
would hear would be that no one would
be allowed to seleet any Crown lands
until he had first passed an eszamination
to show that he was a competent farmer.
This might be applied to all other
businesses. The underground surveyors
at present practising came here when
therc was no necessity for registration,
and had fulfilled their duties without any
adverse comment on their work. Why
then should they be prevented from
carrying on their business ?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES said it
was idle to talk any longer on this subject.
With rezard to the references that had
been made to the Mines Regulation Act,
hon. members had in their hands an
amending Bill, the second reading of
which he would shortly move, dealing
with some of the points to which reference
had been made, and which the Bill now
being discussed would also in some way
affect. He hoped the committee would
assist the Government in trying to
render the depariment as effective as
possible. As to the men already practising
here, no harmt could accrue to them, since
they would only e asked to pass a small
examination.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES supported the
amendment. The persons who would be
affected by the Bill were living on the
goldfields.

The Minisrer oF Mings : The Govern-
ment would also be affected by it

Horn.R. 8. HA¥YNES: The Government
would not be in any way affected by it.
The hon. members who asked the com-
mittee to pass this amendment were
Blessrs. Henning and Matheson, who
represented the Coolgardie goldfields,
and himself, who represented Central
Murchison. They represented the people
who were to be affected by the Bill. The
hon. Minister told them that the surveyors
would only be asked to pass an easy
examination, but it appeared to him to
be a very difficult examination, If it was
such an easy exanunation as the hon.
Minister represented, it was only a farce
asking these men to pass it. The reason
why he took up his present position was
that justice might be done to his con-
stituents. He asked the agricultural
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members to accord him the same support
which he would be willing to give them
if an agricultural question were in
dispute.

How, J. H. TAYLOR quite agreed
with the Minister of Mines. Although
he had not the honowr to represent a
gold-mining constituency, his constituency
having been cut in half, yet he had lived
on the goldfields more than any other
member of the House, and he was quite
convinced that the Lody of men who
wauld profit most by the Bill were those
who were now practising as underground
mining surveyors. All those who were
competent in that profession would have
me difficulty whatever in passing the
examination in underground muning
surveying to which it was proposed to
subject them, and when they had that
certificate they would form a guild, a
charter, which would be more dificult to
enter by people coming in at the end of
twelve months,

Hon. G. RANDELL: The Minister
had given a reasonable concessiop, and he
(Mr. Randell) would oppose the amend-
-ment proposed by Mr. Henning.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON would give
his heartiest support to Mr. Henning's
amendment. No one could have better
expressed his objections to the course
proposed by the Minister than the hon.
member (Mr. Taylor) had done; for he
had said the result would be that a close
guild would be created which any person
coming here afterwards would find very
difficult to enter.

Hon. J. H. Tavror: The words used
were “a guild,” not a “close guild.”

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : The Minis-
ter of Mines had referred to the Mines
Regulation Act Amendment Bill, which
provided that the whole of those swmveys
which had heen hitherto made by private
judividuals must in future be made by
licensed surveyors.

The MinisTeErR oF Mrugs: For certain
purposes.

How. A. P. MATHESON : The result
would be that the cost of underground
surveying would be ag heavy as the cost of
ordinary land surveying now was, owing
to the difficulty of obtaining licenses.
He had heen informed that the reason
why ordinary survey fees were so expen-
sive was the extreme difficulty of any
ordinary land surveyor in this colony

Bounkrupicy Amendment Bill.

passing the necessary examinations. He
intended most heartily to support the
amendment moved by the Hon. A. H.
Henning.

Hox. D. K. CONGDON would vote
against the amendment, believing this
Bill had been introduced in consequence
of the Mines Department finding that
the work of the surveyors on the gold-
fields was being carried out in an in-
efficient way.  If those unlicensed sur-
veyors were compelled fo undergo an
examination, as proposed by the Minister
of Mines, that difficulty would be got over.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: There
should be men on whose competency full
reliance could be placed, and he would
therefore support the Minister of Mines,

Further amendment (by Mr. Henning)
put, and division taken with the follow-
g result :—

Aves .. D
Noes
Majority against
AYES.

The Hon. D, K, Congdon
The Hon. C. E, Demyster
The Hon. J. W. Hackett
The Hou. D, McKay

The Hon. E. McLaxty
The Hou. J. E. Richardson
The Hon. J. H. Taylor
The Hou. E. H. Wittenoom

The Hou. G. Randell
(Tallor).

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Bill reported, with amendments.

The Hon.
The Hew, F. T. Crowder
The Hon. R. §. Haynes
The Hon. A. B. Kidson
The Hon. A, P, Matheson
The Hon. A. H. Henning
(Teller).

SALE OF LIQUORS AMENDMENT BILL

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on the motion of the MiNisTER OF
Mings, read a first thme.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on the motion of the MixnisTER OF
Miwes, read o first time,

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on the motion of the MiNisTER oF
Mines, read a frst time.

BANKRUPICY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Interpretation :
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Hox. A. B. KIDSON moved that the
following new sub-clause be added:—
“Court’ means the Bankruptey Court
established by the principal Act.”

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4 —Meeting of creditors:

How. A. B. KIDSON moved, as an
amendment, in line 3, that the word
“three” he struck out and * seven”
inserted in lieu thereof; also that in line
4 the word “ten” he struck out and
“ fourteen *' inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.

Hon. A. H. HENNING moved, as a
further amendment, that in lhne 5 all
the words after “time’ be struck out

and the following words inserted in lieu |

thereof: “and place convenient to a
majority in value of the creditors.”
According to the eclause, no matter
whether the debtor resided away in the
far North, or whether close handy, he
would have to come to Perth to call his
meeting if a majority of the creditors
Itved in Perth. The creditors could be
represented at a meeting by proxy, but
the debtor was bound te attend the meet-
ing, In clause 6, paragraph 7, there was
a provision that the chairman of the
meeting—who, of course, was chosen by
the creditors, and no doubt the majority
would choose their own man—had to de-
cide whether or not the time aund place
were convenient to a majority of the
creditors. These two clauses could not
stand as they were printed in the Bill
Either the amendment he (Mr. Henning)
proposed must be passed, or paragraph 7
of clause 6 must be altered. The Hon.
A. B. Kidson had stated that the South
Australian Act, of which this Bill was
practically a copy, was perfect. The
words he (Mr. Henning) proposed to

insert were in the South Australian Act, '

and it had been found to work well in
South Australia.

How. A. B, KIDSON would accept the
amendment, provided the mover pointed
out how & certain fraud, which might be
perpetrated, could be guarded against.

Firstly, a meeting of creditors had to be

held ; and it bad to be convened by the
debtor at a time convenient to, and at a
place where, a majority of the ereditors
conducted their business. At the meet-
ing, resolutions might be passed, and the
chairman had the right to decide whether

the meeting was being held at a time
and a place which were convenient to a
majority of the creditors. What was
there to prevent a debtor calling a hole-
and-corner meeting at a place which was
not convenient to a majority of the
creditors, and ot that meeting a chairman
being appointed—who, of course, would be
in the swim—and deciding that the meet-

. ing was held at a place convenient, where-

as it was not convenient to a majority of
the eredifors.

Amendment put, and division taken,
with the following result:—

Ayes . 6
Noes . 6
A tie 0
AYES. Noes.

The Hon. D. K, Congden The Hon, H, Br?ggs
The Hon. R. S. Haynes The Hon. C. E. Dempster
The Hon. A. B. Kidson The Hon. A. H. Henning
The Hon, I}, McKay The Hon, A. P, Matheson
The Hon, G. Randell ‘The Hon. E. McLarty
The Hon. J. E. Richardson | The Hon. J. W. Hackett

{Teller), {Teller).

The Crarrman gave his casting vote
against the amendment.

Amendment thus negatived.

Howr. A. B. KIDSON meved, as a fur-
ther amendment, that all the words after
“creditors,” in the last line, be struck out
and the following words inserted in lieu
thereof : “have their principal places of
business.”

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILL.
Passed through committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

LOANS REAPPROPRIATION BILI.
BECOND READING.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittencom): In intreducing
the second reading of this Bill, I
feel sure that hon. members will not
desire me to make a very exhaustive
speech, because most of you have prob-
ably already perused the remarks made
by the Premier and Treasurer, who is
in possession of all the details in con-
nection with it. This Bill s for the
reappropriation of certain moneys, and in
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a schedule to the Bill hon. members will
find the amounts voted for the different
works from which it is proposed to
abstract certain sums. In the first
schedule these amounts are set forth, and
the purposes for which they were
originally voted under the Loan Act
-are there stated, and opposite to them
is set the amount that is proposed
to be reappropriated. In the second
schedule will be found the purposes
for which the reappropriations are to
be made. I do not propose to say very
much on the question. It is a matter in
connection with finance. It has had the
careful consideration of hon. members m
the Assembly, and it has leen passed
after o very long discussion. The works
enumerated in the second schedule have
Dbeen to a certain estent under-estimated,
and it is necessary, in order to carry them
out to o finish, that some further funds
should be available. For some of the
works no provision has been made
hitherto. It has been found that they
are urgently required, and that they must
- be carried out in the interests of the
colony. Some, indeed, have already been
started. There are three ways of abtain-
ing money for carrying out these works,
In the first place a new loan might
be raised for the £395,000 required, or
the money might be provided for out
of revenue; or a third way is Dby
reappropriation from funds already in
hand. I think all will agree that it would
not be wise, at the present moment, that
a new loan should be placed on the
market—in fact, if we were to attempt
to do s0 I do not think it would be suc-
cessful. On the other hand, it is impos-
sible to get this sum from revenue,
hecause every penny has been allocated
for various pressing and urgent require-
ments of the colony; and therefore the
Government consider that for the pur-
pose of carrying out these necessary
works they should avail themselves of
certain moneys that have been voted, and
will not be wanted at the present time,
I feel sure that hon. members will place
no obstacle in the way of the Government
endeavouring to carry on the development
of the country to the best advantage, and
it is for this reason that this Bill is heing
brought before you. I do not think that
I need say any more. The Bill speaks
for itself, and with these remarks I
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now move that it be read a second
time,

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: T regret to say
that this Bill will not have my support.
I feel it is my duty, even though I stand
alone in this House, to oppose this Bill to
the very utmost. I do not think a Bill
upon a more vicious principle has ever
been presented to this House, Tt affects,
specially, the interests of Perth and Fre-
mantle, the object being to take awny
money which has been voted for a
Fremantle dock and slip, and money
which has been voted for the sewer-
age of Perth and Fremantle, as also
for rolling stock. What are the Govern-
ment going to do with it? To fritter it
away on the Collie coalfields, ta throw it
away on the Dounybrook towards Bridge-
town railway, and to waste it on a number
of other objects. Is it of such pressing
tmportance that this Donnybrook railway
should be completed ? Ihad an epportuity
of seeing a photograph of some of this
work, and 1 have very grave doubts as
to whether the money is being wisely
spent. However, the House voted if,
and it is not for me to question it; but
the House also voted in favour of the
Fremantle dock and slip and the Perth
and Fremantle sewerage, and now it is
proposed to spend the money thus voted
on the Donnybrook towards Bridgetown
Railway, the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Railway,
the Kanowna Railway, the Menzies Rail-
way, the Southern Cross-Kalgoorlic Rail-
way, ete. All the money seems to he
going down South. Perth this year will
be worse than it was last year, and yet
the Grovernment propose to take the
money away from where it ought to be
legithnately spent and to spend it on
the goldfields. 'This is a matter of
grave importance, and every hon.
member should be present in his seat to
oppose the Bill. Tt is a wretchedly bad
principle which the Government are
initiating. The Government are intro-
ducing precedent after precedent. Both
in dealing with money already granted
and in raising and expending money, they
are introducing precedents which are the
curse of this country. Itisall very well
to say that we can trust the Government
who are at present administering the
affairs of this colony. If we want to
know whether we can do a certain thing,
we look to the House of Commons, then to
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the Legislatures of the other colonies, and |
finally to the Parliament iz owr own
colony. Of course if we can find a pre-
cedent in our own colony, it is worth a
dozen precedents in any of the other
colonies, and fifty precedents in England ;
therefore T ask hon. members to be very
cautiouns in dealing with this matter, and
to prevent the Government from setting a
precedent of this character. The Minister
of Mines said he supposed that all mem-
bers had read the speech of the Premierand
Treasurer. I have something else to do
besides listening to the trash which the |
right hon. gentleman sometimes speaks. |
Trs MixisTeEr of Mrves: I askif the
hon. member is in order in making these I

remarks ? :
Hov. R. 8. HAYNES: I will correct I
myself by saying that T have something ,
1

else to do besides listening to the
eloquence of the right hon. gentleman who
leads the other House. We should not
be compelled to read speeches made in the
other place for the purpose of passing
Bills in this House. If a sufficient reason
exists for taking money from Perth and
Fremantle, and showering it broadcast
over the southern districts, then the
Minister of Mines is quite capable of
putting that reason very forcibly before
the House. I regard this Bill as mon-
strous. I value my life more than the
immediate prosperity of the Bridgetown
district. On the principle that those
people who contribute the most mongy to
the Treasury should receive the greatest
consideration, Perth and Fremantle are
certainly entitled to the greatest consider-
ation at our hands. They have received it
so far from this House, but now the
Minister asks us to lenve out Perth and
Fremantle, and fritter away on the Bridge-
town Railway and other works the money
which was originally voted for providing
proper sewerage for Perth and Fremantle.
How can the Minister ask any con- |
stituency to give up its rights ?

Tur MivisTER oF Mines: We only |
ask hon. members to approve of the Bill. |
If thev do not, they can show their dis- !

f
|
1
\

approval by rejecting it.

How. B. 8. HAYNES: The light and
airy way in which the hon. the Minister
introduced this Bill

Tue Mintster oF Minzes: I will ask
the ruling of the Chairman if the remarks |
of the hon. member are not out of order? |
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Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: I say that the
Bill was introduced airily and without
argument by the hon. gentleman, who
considered it sufficient to tell this House
that the right hon. the Premier
suid it was necessary, and that, con-
sequently, we must say so too. The
death rate in Perth—T speak subject to
correction—is higher that in any other
city in Australia. This House has
afirmed the principle of the propesal
that there shall be a system of sewerage
in Perth and Fremantle. At the present
moment the death rate may below, but it
will be alarmingly higher before the end
of the summer. Fevers and similar
scourges may start bhere with which we
shall he unable to cope. Have the people
of Perth and Fremantle said they do not
want deep drainage? Is the shipping at
Fremantle [ulling off, that the dock is not
required ? TIf not, why are we asked to
return the money that has been voted for
these works? The works which I have
mentioned will be repreductive works,
whereas those on which it is proposed to
fritter away the money will not be repro-
ductive. [ protest against the proposed
reappropriation, and I shall oppose il in
every possible way.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I think
that BMr. Huynes has rather overlooked
the fact that, while the Fremantle dock
and slip have been deprived of £70,000,
the Fremantle harbour works have re-
ceived £160,000. Fremantle and the
coastal railways, and the Collie coalfields
huve bLenefited by £132,000, and I take
it that the £200,000 which has not heen
spent on rolling stock 1s practically the

money which has to be used for the
purpose of the Fremantle harbour
works. In any case I do not think it is

much good discussing the question at any
great length, because the money seems in
nearly every case to have heen already
gpent.

Hox. BR. S. Haywes: Our duty is to
show our approval or disapproval of the
principle.

Hov. A. P. MATHESON : That mnay
be, but you caunof yet out of the fact
that the money has gone. I think it is

' little short of a disgrace that the Govern-

ment should have allowed the work of
providing for the sewerage of Perth and
Fremaantle to slide, in the way they have
done.
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Tee Mivister oF Mines: Let the
people tax themselves for this work.

How. A. P. MATHESON: That is a
very plausible argument, but it is the
invariable practice in this as well as
in other colonies to expect the Govern-
ment to do everything m the shape of a
public work. I agree that the practice is
a most absurd one, and that the sooner it
ig done away with the better; but the
practice does prevail, and the Governient
are terribly to blame for the fact that
they have not commenced a proper system
of sewerage for Perth and Fremantle,
There is no doubt whatever that a certain
amount of progress might have heen
made in the direction of draining Perth,
at any rate. I do not know so much
about Fremantle, but in Perth a system
of drainage might have been commenced
long since, if only the Government had
been prepared to take up some line of
action. They bhave had reports and
papers prepared by their own engineers,
and the only reason why they have not
commenced the work seems to be that
they have not placed the fullest reliance
on the advice which they have received.

Tue MixisTer oF Mines: Do you
refer to the sewerage or drainage ?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I am not
aware of what is the distinction between
the two, but I am referring specially to
deep drainage.

How. A. B. KTDSON: I cannot see
my way to follow Mr. Haynes altogether
in his ferocious attack on the Bill, because
I can quite see that, under the civcum-
stances, some such course as the Govern-
ment have taken may have been necessary.
Mr. Matheson has drawn attention tfo
the fact that £160,000 have been allo-
cated towards the Fremantle Harbour
Works. I can hardly feel justified,
wnder the circumstances, in  opposing
the Bill, more especially as I am con-
vinced that theFremantle Harbour Works
are an absolute necessity. As Mr. Haynes
said, they de not belong to Fremantle
only, but are & national work. Itis ab-
solutely necessary that the work should
be gone on with as expeditiously as pos-
gible, and if anything were to occur which
would render 1t necessary to stop that
work, it would be next door to a national
calamity. There is one point, however,
on which I agree with Mr. Haynes, and
thut is with regard to the Government’s
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intention not to proceed with the sewerage
scheme for Perth and Fremantle. T think
that the Government are absolutely wrong
in this matter, and I think they are mak-
ing a rod for their own backs in not
carrying out the scheme that they origin-
ally decided that they would-—the scheme
which Parliament supported by voting
sufficient money to carry out the work.

Tur Minisrer oF Mives: Why should
the Government do it ?

Hon. A. B. KIDSON : Because it is
an absolute necessity, in the first place.
The people here have been dying like flies
from typhoid fever.

THE MixtsteEr or Mings: No.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: They have been
dying in hundreds. The percentage last
year or two hag increased at an alarming
rate, and yet the Grovernment sit down
and do nothing. We know perfectly well
that Perth is the most unhealthy city in
the Australian colonies, and therefore the
Grovernment, knowing that the city can-
not afford to carry out the work, should
undertake to do it. There is not a single
work that would have redounded to the
credit of the Government more than the
carrying out of a sewerage scheme for
Perth and Fremautle, They would have
had the approval of the whole colony if
they had done it. "What their reason for
not doing it is I do not know.

THE MINisTER OF MiNES:
the Government’s place to do it.

How. A. B. KIDSON: But the Gov-
ernment have pledged themselves to il,
and they cannot turn round now and
say it is not their place to do the work.
The Government do not intend to proceed
with the work, and it does not matter
whether the £40,000 is reappropriated or
not.

Tug Minrgrer oF Mings: The Gov-
ernment cannot proceed with the work.

Ho~x. A. B. KIDSON: I extremely
regret that the Grovernment have decided
not to commence the deep drainage, and
I do hope they will reconsider their
position, and before very long start the
work, and proceed with it as rapidly as
possible.

It is not

At 6'40 pm. the PrestoExnt left the

chair.

At 745 pm. the PrEsipERT resumed
the chair.
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Hox. G. RANDELL: I think it is
the duty of hon. members, as far as they
possibly can, to assist the Government in
the readjustment of the finances of the
country n this direction, so long as we
are satisfied on the face of it that good
reasons can be alleged for what has been
done. All of us know the pecunliar cir-
cumstances in which the colony is placed
at the present time, and none of us are
disposed to believe that the Government,
for the mere fun of the thing, are going
to alter the appropriations already raade,
and reappropriate the funds so appro-
priated. No doubt the Grovernmnent had
to recousider their position in many
respects, in order to provide for many
wourks i various parts of the country;
aad so long as the works are for the
advancement and interest of the country,
there is no very serious reason why we
should object. There may be, as the
Hon. R. 8. Haynes stated, a principle
behind, which it is not desirable should
often be acted upon.

Hox. R. 8. Haynes: It is constantly
being acted upon.

Hox. G. RANDELL: Even the hon.
member will not dispute that the altered
circumstances of the colony involve the
reconsideration of the position we oceupy,
and an endeavour on our part to meet
those altered circumstances, I am not
here to defend the actions of the Govern-
ment in this matter; but looking down
the schedules and the sums of money
taken from the various appropriations
made, I must say that the money that
has been spent on the works named in
the second schedule is for useful works.
We have commenced, rightly or wrongly
—1I gave my vote in favour of it—a line
to the Collie coalfields, in the hope that
a useful and beneficial industry will be
developed. All must admit, if we have
the coul there of a valuable quality,
it will be of great Denefit to this
country. As to the Donnybrook line,
it ruans into a good district, which
is languishing for the want of communi-
cation. There is an abundant sphere
there for the cultivation of fruits and
other things; and, given easy access to the
centres of population, these lands will be
occupied and industriously cultivated.
Almost all the other reappropriations are
devoted to the development of our gold-
fields, and I believe every hon. mem-
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ber has the full intention to do all he
possibly can Lo develop thai imporiani
industry, knowing full well the influence
it has on our progress and advancement
in numbers and wealth. I would like to
say, and it is partly for that reason I
rose to speak on the subject, that I do
not share the alarmist views expressed
in this House and other places in regard
to the health of Perth, or that Perth will
suffer very materially in the immediate
future by not undertaking the deep
drainage. I quite think the Govern-
ment are justified in giving this
subject—it is a very important one—their
fullest and fairest consideration, guining
all the information they can on the sub-
ject. The report given by Mr. Napier
Bell, as is well known, has been chal-
lenged, and, T believe, by a professional
engineer-—a gentleman who has a very
high standing in his profession—and we
have it from other sources that there is
no absolute necessity for immediately
embarking on this scheme, if we do not
see, from want of funds, our way clear to
do so. I think it would be a mistake to
adopt the plan proposed by Mr. Bell.
That plan would involve the taking of
the sewage across the River Swan into
the Camning district, and I think that
course ought mot to be adopted unless
we are absolutely compelled to do so.
There are other schemes suggested, which
do not involve the same consequences,
and which might be undertaken. I do
not think the Government should let this
matter quietly rest, but they should arrive
at some decigion in the matter on the best
data they can obtain. As the Hon. F. T.
Crowder intimated, it is first of all the duty
of the City Council to attend to sewerage
matters, but the City Council have con-
sidered themselves debarred from carrying
out a scheme of sewerage by their inability
to obtain funds, and the Government have
stepped into the hreach, and are willing to
do what they can in this direction. The
majority of citizens of Perth desire that
something should be done for deuling
with the refuse and sewage of the city.
From scientific sources several plans have
been mentioned, with every hope of com-
plete success. I refer to an opinion ex-
pressed—I believe openly in the news-
papers—by Dr. Jameson, who has given
the subject great comsideration, and I
believe he is an anthority on the subject.
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This matter should be dealt with, if pos-
sible, at an early date. I fail to see why

the thing should be hung up because a :

reappropriation is to take place.
will be a considerable sum of money left
to devote to the undertaking, but T hope
the Government will not undertake the
deep drainage scheme until they are
satisfled, and the citizens are satisfied,

There .

that the plan to be followed is Lkely to -

accomplish the object in view. I sard X
do not share in the alarmist views that
have been expressed in the House and out-
gide with regard to the health of Perth.
It is well kmown that in other parts of the
world typhoid fever is again and again
prevalent. Large numbers of deaths have
taken place here from fever, but there is
no satisfactory reason given by the medical
profession for the outbreak of fever here.
I believe in the old country typhoid fever
used to be reckoned as a rich man's disease,
due to defective drainage in houses and
hotels. Here, I take it, the disease, as far
as a layman can judge from observations,
arises from many causes. One of the most
potent is the abnormal conditions in
wlhichnumbers of the populationare living.
They are crowded inte lodginghouses
with a small amount of air space in
the rooms. Many people perhaps are not
careful enough in their own personal
eleanliness. I believe if people, generally
speaking, were careful in the washing of
their hands on every occasion, especially
before taking meals, that would to a large
extent—and I have that opinion from
medical men—protect them from the
inroads of typhoid fever. People live, as
I have said, in abnormal concitions, and,
as regards food, they are not careful, I
come back to what I said, that we have
no direct statement from the medical
profession how typhoid fever is dissemi-
nated in our midst. [A MemsEr: By
filth.] Some of the people who live in
the meost filthy places in Perth have
escaped contamination, and some who
live in the Dbest conditions have been
affected Dby typhoid fever. In many cases
it may be that the system has run down,
and it may be that some persons are
inured against the disease. With regard
to what the Hon. R. 8. Haynes said as to
the increase in the outbreak of typhoid
fever in the eurrent year, T do not share
in that opinion. I have some grounds

|
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have so severe an attack of typhoid fever
ag we had last year. At the present
moment the hospitals have very few
typhoid patients in them.

Hown. R. 8. Hayxps: They are nearly
all dead. ‘

Hon. G. RANDELT:: I go further,
and say that the whole of these cases are
not traceable to the city of Perth itself.
The Perth hospital receives patients from
the subirbs and outlying districts. It is
said that the death rate of Perth is larger
than that of any other Austiralian city ;
but congregated in the hospital here are
many patients who come from outside
places. People are brought m from, say,
Cottesloe, Claremoni, Highgate Hill, Vic-
toria Park, and even from the Canning
and other places. These cannot be put
down to the defective sanitary arrange-
ments of Perth. I do¢ not say that the
sanitary arrangements are as complete
and good as they should be. T believe
every effort should be made to cleanse
the city as far as possiblee. I am
hoping that the City Council will awalken
to a2 sense of their duty. They have
certainly takem steps to cleanse the
back yards in the more congested parts
of the city, and in that way they are
helping to defeat the common foe. T
thought it right to say these few words
in reference to the guestion, but I do not
think any good will come from debating
at length the Reappropriation Bill. We
can only accept or reject it. I do not
think it is one of those Bills we can send
back with suggested amendments. At
any rate, I do not think the House would
do that, even if we had the power. Tam
quite willing to believe that the Govern-
ment have given their best consideration to
the Bill, and that they have brought it in
reluctantly, because they had no alterna-
tive, and it is my duty as a legislator to
assist them to the best of my ability.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER.: I fully coin-
cide with the remarks which have fallen
from the Hon. G. Randell. My only ob-
jection to this Reappropriation Bill is, as
far as I can gather, that the moneys which
are to be reappropriated have heen spent.

Hon. G. RawperL: I think that was
denied in the other House.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I do not
know whether it was denied or not, but
my objection is that, as far as I can

for thinking that probably we shall not | gather, the moneys to he reappropriated
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have been spent. 1 raise my voice as one

member of this House agninst the system .

of the
without first of all bringing the matters
before Parliament. At the same tine, I
fally agres with the remarks which have
fallen from the Hon. G. Randell that, so
far as the Government are concerned, they
are placed in a position of great trust,
and I give them every credit for endeav-
owring, as far as lies in their power, to do
the best they can for the colony; and,
believing as I do that those who form
the Government arve doing the best they
can, this time I will look over the
spending of the money before it has been
asked for. In the future T hope moneys
will not be spent before Parliament has
been asked for it. On that point I will
say nothing further. I should not have
risen to say anything only for the remarks
made by the Hon. R. 5. Haynes and the
Hon. A. B. Kidson in regawrd to the
sewerage of Perth. In this Reappro-
priation Bill £40,000 is reappropriated
from the £142,000 for the sewerage of
Perth and Fremantle, first instalment.
If my memory serves me aright, and if
not hon members will correct me, the
£142.000 was the first moiety passed by
Parliament of the £300,000 for the
sewerage scheme. 'The Government have
found that it is utterly impossible to com-
plete the sewerage system of Perth, and
Fremantle for that sum. The members
of the Government, like hon. members,
are only human, and they may be of one
opinion at one time, but other opinions
having beenbrought to bear upon them they
may alter that opinion; and I believe the
Government would not alter their opinion
without they have just cause for doing so.
In offering to set apart £300,000 for the
drainage of Fremantle and Perth they
thought they were doing what was the
correct thing, but now they find they
cannot carry out the sewerage for that
amount. Apartfrom whether the Govern-
ment carry out the work or not, I main-
tain it is not part and parcel of the Govern-
ment policy to spend £300,000 for the
sewerage of Perth and Fremantle.

Hox. R. S. Havves: Then why did
you vote for it ?

Howx. F. T. CROWDER: I have
altered my opinion. The Lord helps
those who help themselves, and it should
be for either Perth or Fremantle to come

Government spending money

o m e -
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forward und show that they are iu a posi-
tion ta puy the interest on a sum such as
will complete the work, before the Govern-
ment have any right whatever to tax the
whole of the colony for the bemefit of
Fremantle or Perth. The Hon. G. Run-
dell mentioned Dr. Jameson’s scheme.
During the time I was a member of the
City Council, Dr. Jameson brought forward
some very good ideas as to the cleansing of
Perth, and 1 am confident, after years of
watching, that had Dr. Jameson's views
been carried out at the time he submitted
them, we should not be in the position
Perth occupies to-day. Dr. Jameson,
after vears of watching, cites Berlin wath
a population of eight or nine millions,
and the only cleansing for that city is the.
dry earth system.

A MemBER : You mean a population
of eight hundred or nine hundred
thousand.

Hov. F. T. CROWDER : T may be
wrong.

Hox. A. B. Kipson: He means the
population of the whole of Germany.

How. F. T. CROWDER: Tbhe pan
system of Perth is condemned because it
is not properly carried out. Hon. mem-
bers may instance Adelnide, which is pro-
perly drained by a sewerage system, but
we must remember, at the same time, that
Adelaide 18 naturally laid out for n
drainage system, and I may say that
Perth is not blessed in the same way.
Our sewage would first have to be
drained into a certain spot, then pumped
over the mountains or go into the sea, and
if it goes into the sea it will destroy the
town of Fremantle. In Sydney they have
a sewerage system, and the sewage is
enptied into the sea at Botany, where the
water is 60 feet deep. Perth has none of
these conveniences.

How. R. 8. Harwss:
Brisbane ?

Howx. F. T. CROWDER : Well, vou
have been there since I was there, and [
will not express an opinion. All T say
is this, that the Government have a
perfect right, as a body of sensible men,
to say whether they are going to find the
money for a deep drainage scheme for
Perth. 8o far as I am concerned, and [
say it openly, although I am not an out-
and-out supporter of the measures
brought forward by the (Government,
when I find the Government doing their

What about
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best I support them. I do not believe
the Government of the colony at the
present day would ever bring in an
Reappropriation Bill, if they did not do it
in the best interests of the colony.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (in re-
ply): I must congratulate hon. members
on the careful attention they have given
to this Bill, as well as to other Bills
brought before this House. I think it is
a matter of congratulation to the colony
that there are in the Upper House mem-
bers who give such careful attention to
the details of the Bills brought forward.
I have been accused this evening, I
believe, of opposing amendments that are
brought before the House by the Hon.
R. 5. Haynes, but I really think I mav
fairly retwrn the compliment, and say he
not only opposes amendments brought
forward by me, but he opposes all the
Bills brought before the House. I know
the hon. gentleman has more than the
average amount of ability, and can grasp
matters better than most people, there-
fore I cannot understand his motive of
opposition. At the present moment the
(fovernment have brought down a num-
ber of Bills that seem, according to the
hon. member, to be all wrong. I hope
this Bill will receive the very careful con-
sideration which it should do, and which
apparently, to some extent, it has. Ihave
also been accused of hringing forward no
arguments in support of the Bill. T re-
ferred to the speech of the right hon. the
Premier, which I said no doubt had been
read, but which some hon. members said
they had not read, and yetin the most
extraordinary manner several members-—
I will mention two, the Hon. A. P.
Matheson and the Hon. A. B. Kidson—
seem to know a great deal about it.

Hox. A. P. MaraEson: I have not
seen the Premier’s speech.

Hon. A. B. Kipson: I have not read
the Premier's speech.

Tag MINISTER OF MINES: That
only shows how great thoughts strike
minds at the same time. T take it that
these simultaneous ideas show how great
minds run in the same groove. I was
aceused of introducing the Bill in such a
brief way that it was impossible for any-
body to kmow anything about it; yet I
find that two members get wup and
know all about it, and these members
appeared to have a thorough grasp of the
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I made a short speech, because I
thought hon. members on reading the
Bill would kunow what was intended, and
it was no use inflicting a long speech on
the House. If T used no arguments in
favour of the Bill, let us look nt some of
the arguments brought against it. First
of all the Govermment are accused of taking
money away from important works at
Fremantle, which is singled out on this
oceasion, when upon other oceasions the
same town is selected for other objects.
‘We are accused of doing great harm to
the dock—[Hon. K. 8. Havnes: Andthe
sewernge]—to the sewerage and other
things, to spend the money at Collie or
Blackwood. What are the facts of the
case? An amount of £142,000 was
voted for the dock and slip, and all
the Government are reappropriating is
£70,000. It is admitted by those most
interested that it is impossible to spend
that amonnt of money this year, so that
no harm can follow on that account.
With regard to the Fremantle sewerage,
it is more than compensated for by the
Fremantle Harbour Works, £160,000,
which evidently escaped my lynx-eyed
friend. All the mouey voted by the
Bill, it is said, is to be spent on some
rubbishing railways, which go to nowhere.
This is the argumeunt which has been
used. When we find the hon. gentleman
moving his ground on every occasion
when he wanis to bring forward some
argument, it is unnecessary for e to
take up the time of the House to reply to
him. T will let the hon. gentleman’s
arguments look after themselves. Ashas
been said, a great deal of this money has
already been spent, and the Government
bave spent it with considerable reluctance.
The position was forced upon them. Had
they not spent the money upon the works
that have been mentioned, these works
would have had to stop. Take this
despised railway, the Collie coalfield line,
or the Donnybrook railway, would it
have been wise for the Government
to stop at the stump of a tree, when
all the money voted had heen expended?
If it was good enough to vote the money
in the first instance, it was good enough
for the Government to go on spending
money upon the line. Take the gold-
fields works: it has been said that there
was no hurry for the Boulder railway.
The Government had not a moment’s
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peace until they started this line, and it
15 now making the best of returns. Will
hon. members say that, when it is
necessary to make an expenditure to
develop the best interests of the country,
the Government ought to stand still
because Pa,rlnment has not voted the
money ?

Hon. R. 8. Haywes: Yes.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: There
are occasions when, if a Government is
any good at all, it must take the bull by
the horns and do the necessary work, I
have ouly to refer to the different rail-
ways to show their usefulness. Who
would say, stop the railway from Kal-
goorlie to Menzies, which will open up
- miles and -miles of -country, and those
mines which have been found by pro-
spectors after hard work-—prospectors
who have gone through the burden and
heat of the day? These mines could not
get along without machinery being taken
there. Are we to stop a work like that
because Parliament is not sitting, when we
want a few pounds to carry on the work ?
It is better to take advantage of the
position, and to carry on the works. Any
man who takes the view that we should
not carry on these works is not worthy of
a seat in this House. Then there is the
question of water: what greater question
can there be than the supply of water
on the goldfields?

Hon. R. 8. Haynes:
will not hold water.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: A
sensible mterjection, of course, is worthy
of some consideration. The tanks cannot
hold water at the present time, because
the Almighty has not favoured us with
the water. This is the hon. gentleman
who advocates the interests of the gold-
fields.

How. R. 5. Havxes:
which T represent.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Iam
not a selfish man, and I do not think enly
of one part of the country. Now we come
to the question of the sewerage scheme.
There is not the slightest doubt that
during the sitting of Parlisment last year,
the Grovernment committed themselves to
a system of sewerage to cost £300,000,
and placed in the schedule an amount of
£142,000 as the first instalment. Since
then we have had reports on this matter,
and the Government are told by their

But the tanks
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advisers, by scientific men, that no scheme
could be carried forward under a cost of
£400,000. Would it be wise, in the face
of the reports of competent men, to start
in our present financial position, when we
have not the bulk of our loan borrowed
yet for the works? Would it be wise to
undertake a large work like that, without
being sure of the money to carry it out?
Any carveful businesslike man would not
start the work under these circumstances.
The Government did not think it wise
to do such a thing, and I go further and
say that the people of Perth and Fre-
mantle, if canvassed to-morrow, would
not be prepared to indorse the expendi.
ture of such a sum of money which would
place on-them alarge amount.of rates. It
18 a very large amount indeed, and we must
always remember that for the systems
adopted in a good many places, the people
have found their own money, but the Go-
vernment of this colony have come forward
in & liberal mannerto the tune of £300,000.
I say this question has come round to one
of surface drairage, and this is the scheme
I believe the City Council of Perth, who
represent the ra.tepa.yers, are inclined to
favour.

Hox. R. 8. Hatxes: They are men of
wisdor.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES:
‘Whether they are men of wisdom or not,
T cannot, say, but they are elected by the
men of Perth, who pay the rates and are
responsible for the expenditure. 'This sum
of £40,000 is voted for the surface drain-
age, and the Government are prepared to
give further assistance if it is necessary.
At all events, the Govermmment will give
way to no one in their desire to promote
the health, not only of Perth and Fre-
mantle, but of every part of the colony.
They have proved their desire in this
regard, for if you go to any part of the
goldfields vou will find the Government
have been very liberal in establisbing hos-
pitals and granting sums of money for
other purposes. What would have been
more popular than for the Government to
have come down and said, “*Go on with the
Perth and Fremantle sewerage scheme ?”
Any Government that wanted to make it-
self popular would have done se; but we
have been misrepresented, and our actions
have been misstated, when we try to do
the best we can. T feel confident that
every hon. member who gives this Bill
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careful consideration, and fairly analyses
the motives which induced the Govern-

[COUNCIL.]
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ment to bring in the Bill, will give it his |

support. Itisa matter of regret to us
that the Glovernment are obliged to come
down with a Bill of this description, and
we look to hon. members to support us in
our efforts to do the best we can for the
country. I hope hon. members will sup-
port the Government in the action now
taken, and show by their vote that they
have confidence in the Government, and
recognise that their efforts are in the
best interests of the colony as a whole.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-—agreed to.

Firgt Schedule—agreed to.

Second Schedule— Works for which the
amount of £395,000 reappropriated is to
be applied :

Hon, B. 5. HAYNES: In the second
schedule there was an amount set down for
o tank at Widgemooltha, and another ot
Bardoc. He wished to know if these
tanks had been completed, or whether
the work was proceeding, or was partly
completed and the works stopped.

Tar MINTSTER OF MINES said he
was given to understand that the money in
connection with some of the tanks—he
could not say which-—was expended, but
to what extent he could not say.

How. B. 8. HAYNES; Could the
Minister say what tanks had been com-
pleted.

Tar MINISTER OF MINES could
not say. The Government were pledged

Mines Regulation Bill.

Tre Crarrmay: If it was the pleasure
of the House he could do so.

Permission given.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : said his desire
was to explain that he was not wedded to
the deep drainage scheme. He thought
the Government should, at the earliest
possible opportunity, ascertnin what was
the best scheme, and then corry out that

. scheme as expeditiously as possible.

to the expenditare of this money on these
tanks, but as to the exact position the

work was in he was not in a position
to say.

How. A. B. EIDSON: In regard to
what was said about the deep drainage, he
would like to explain, as it might be
inferred from what he had said on the
second reading, that he was wedded to
this deep drainage scheme,

Tar Cunarruax: The hon. member
could not go back and discuss that now,
as the Hon. R. 5. Haynes had spoken to
the seeond schedule of the bill

How, A. B. KIDSON: Perhaps he
would be permitted to speak by way of
explanation, without referring to the
items.

i

Schedule put and passed.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, nnd
report adopted.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : Hon. members are,
no doubt, familiar with the Mines Regula-
tion Act, which was passed some time
ago. [t is now proposed to amend that
Act in two principal directions. One is
in connection with the return of under-
ground plans from the mines, and the
other is in connection with the formation
of a board for the examination of engine-
drivers, and for giving fiist and second
class certificates instead of only one.
The present Act states that every mine
owner or mite manager shall keep plans
of the mine or mines under his charge,
wlhich shall be prepared either by the
mine manager or by a surveyor who has
the approval of the Mines Department.
These plans are kept upon the mine, and
any inspector has power to have access
to them, and may make a copy of them
for any purposes that may be required.
By this Bill it is proposed that the
mme managers shall still keep a plan

. of their mines, to be made by a licensed

surveyor, but that they shall forward
to the Mines Department a plan of the
underground workings of their mines,
and every subsequent six months shall
forward a further plan showing what
work has taken place since. The
object of the change is to ensure that
mine owners and managers shall send
these plans to the Mines Departinent, so
that the department may have an accurate
record of all underground workings in
connection with mines, In 1896 a Mines
Record Branch was established in con-
nection with the Mines Department, for
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the purpose of registering and putting on
record cverything that was possible in
connection with mines, such as their under-
ground workings, the returns of crushings
und other particulars which might be of
interest. This branch was estublished
some six months ago, but there was no
power to compel mine managers to send
down a copy of their plans, and there
was no time for the imspectors to copy
them, This Bill provides that the
managers shall forward plans to this
Record Branch. Tt is proposed to have
all these particulars, so that any person
coming to the colony and wishing to pur-
chase any property will bein a position to
o to tlus Record Branch and to see exactly
what sort of a mine it is that he proposes
to purchise.  The establishment of a
Record Branch of this description will do
away to a very large extent with the sale
of worthless mines. The Department of
Mines has had a good deal of advice in
connection with this matter, particularly
trom Mr. Cosmo Newbery, a scientific
gentleman well-known in Vietoria, who
strongly approved of the institution of
this branch, and in a report that I have
here he states that ¢ Departmental
methods having become, to a certain ex-
tent, traditional, it would be difficult to
egtablish a new office in any of the older
colonies.” But no such difficulty
exists in this colony, where mining is
a recent development and the officials
have no traditions on the subject. The
object the Government have in view
in creating this branch is to assist
and promote the development of our
mining resources, by supplying those
engaged in mining with information
likely to be of value in their ventures.
In Victoria they were very latein starting
a branch of this kind, and I believe that
they have regretted it to a large extent
since. The real object of a Mines Record
Branch 1s—first, the collection of statisties
as to the yields of all mines, so that there
will be a complete and continuous history
of each mine and the date of its com-
mencing operations; secondly, the filing
of copies of all the underground work-
ings. These are the two great points of
the Bill. Section 3 provides that this Bill
and the principal Act shall apply to ail
mines and mining areas in such goldfields,
districts, and mineral districls or portions
thereof, respectively, as the Governor
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may, by order in Council, from time
to time direct. The provisions of the
original Act do not extend to any mines
in which less than five people are
employed underground, so that it is
impossible to know what is going on in a
mine of that description. A provision is
made in this Bill that returns showing
the underground workings of all mines
up to date shall be sent in, and that
every subsequent six months an additional
return shall be sent in showing the
progress made. These returns are to he
sent. in to be recorded in the Mines
Department. The Bill also states that
all plans that. are sent forward and all
tracimgs shall be considered confidential,
and none of the information shall be
divolged. There is a penalty for managers
whe do not comply with the provisions of
this Bill. There is a further provision
that when a mine is abandoned a plan of
its workings shall be forwarded to the
Mines Department. This is a most im-
portant matter, because in time to come,
when abandoned leases are again taken
up by prospectors or leaseholders, they
will know exactly what has been done,
where the drives are, what the workings
were, what the timberings were, and all
particulars in connection with it. T am
informed that informatton of this kind
will be most valuable. That is the part
which deals with the nwuderground work-
ings and returns. We next come to
clause 11, by which the Governor-in-
Council is empowered to appoint a. board
to examine engine-drivers. The original
Act only provided for one certificate,
whereas this Bill provides for two cer-
tificates. Under the existing Act, ex-
aminers were at one time in the habit in
some cases of giving a conditional certifi-
cate, which almost amounted to a second-
class certificate; hut it was afterwards
found that this was not quite in accord-
ance with the Act, and accordingly the
practice was abandoned. There is a very
great difference between the man accus-
tomed to work winding machinery, who
has the lives of a great many people in
his hands, and the man who 1s in the
habit of worling only ordinary machinery;
and therefore it is proposed that any man
who has worked winding machinery for
twelve months prior te this Bill coming
into force, and can satisfy the board of
his competency, shall get a first-class cer-
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tificate, while any man who has been in
the habit of working only ordinary ma-
chinery will get a second-class certificate.
I propose to introduce an amendment
providing that engine-drivers who do not
happen to arrive here just at the time
that there is a meeting of the board to
enable them to pass these examinations,
may obtain a provisional certificate from
any member of the board, to allow them
to obtain employment till an opportunity
occurs for them to undergo an examina-
tion. Several cases of hardship have
come to my knowledge of men arriving
here with first-class certificates and beiny
compelled to wait, perhaps three weeks or a
month, or even more, before they have an
opportunity of undergoing the neeessary
examination, and being unable in the
meantime to obtain employment, as by so
doing they would render their employers
liable to a fine under the existing Act. A
penalty is provided for driving without
a certificate. Power is also given to
the Governor to appoint inspectors of
machinery. These men are empowered
to inspect any kind of machinery. The
Bill also provides that an inspector of
mines may obtain the services of one of
the inspectors of boilers, when he inspects
a mine, for the purpose of satisfying him
that the boilers are in good order. There
is also a clause dealing with inquests on
people who have been kilied by accidents
in mines, which provides that no person
who is interested in the particular mine
where the accident has happened shall be
one of the jury. The Bill also provides
that, so far as 1s practicable, a majority of
the jurors shall be composed of working
miners. This is a matter to which con-
siderable attention has been given, and T
am very pleased to be able to introduce this
amendment in accordance with the advice
of so many people on the goldfields. Thope
hon. members will pass the Bill as it is,
and enable us to start this record branch
" in connection with the Mines Department,
as it will be of the greatest value not only
to the department but to the colony; and
I think it will be recognised by all who
have had any long experience on the
goldfields, that it is one of the hest insti-
tutions that could be started.

How. A. P. MATHESON : Thereis no
doubt that such a record branch as the
hon. member proposes to establish is a
very desirable thing, but the amount of
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responsibility and expense that has been
thrown on mine owners by the prepara-
tion of the different returns that the
Government want is becoming a very
gerious guestion. I notice from a Bill
before me that similar statistics are to be
required from the agricultural, pastoral,
and other industries. These mquiries
are of a most inquisttorial character, and
I should have been inclined later on to
move that this special clanse requiring
the management of mines to supply these
particulars should be struek out; but,
seeing that all the industries of the
colony apparently are about to be taxed
to the same extent, it is hardly reasonable
to expect the mining industry to escape.
I think the general principles of the Bill,
apart from the broad principle involved
in the preparation of these returans, are
very desirable.

Howx. R. 8. HAYNES: This is one of
the Bills which will always have to be
brought in by reason of the slipshod
manner in which Acts are passed. I
have grave doubts whether the hon. the
Minister of Mines has made out any case
calling for the establishment of a record
branch, or showing that we ought fo
saddle mine owners with any more bur-
dens than those with which they are
already saddled. We shall want an army
of inspectors to see that the provisions
of the Bill are carried out.

Tue MivisTeEr oF Mings: The mining
managers, and not the inspectors, are
to be called upon to supply these returns.

Hor. R. 8. HAYNES : But inspectors
will be required next, and after that will
come an amending Bill requiring that the
inspectors shall be qualified. ¥ doubt the
propriety of compelling mining managers
to supply the Mines Department with
plans of their underground workings. T
have not the slightest objection to com-
pelling them tfo make plans of their
underground workings to be kept in their
own offices, but 1 object to compelling
them to make tracings of their under-
ground workings to send down to Perth.

Tue Minister or Mives: They are to
forward their crushing returns also.

Hox. R. B. HAYNES: That is a
different matter; but to compel them to
forward to Perth tracings of their under-
ground workings is, in my opinion, an
infringement of the rights of the subject.
What benefit or advantage will acerue
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from compelling them to do that? 'The
Minister has not given us any reason to
warrant us in doing this. The hon.
gentleman no doubt thinks it will he a
good thing to have these plans. The
Minister has seen maps of various places
hanging in offices ; he has seen, no doubt,
planus of the Zoo, and he wishes to have
some plans of the mines to hang about
his offices. The Minister seems to have
o disease; he has an idea that for every
Act that is passed there should be an
amending Act. IHow inconsistent has the
hon. gentleman been in regard to the
registration of engineers! and if the House
wished to be consistent it would have

to strike out the clause in reference to
" granting certificates to engineers. The
Minister said it was necessary that the
men appointed as nnderground snrveyors
should pass a thorough examination ; but
what do we find? When the Under-
ground Surveyors Bill was before the
House, I argued that the men who were
carrying on business should not be inter-
fered with, and I see that clanse 12 of
the Bill befere the House introduces this
very principle that I strove to have
ingorporated in the Underground Sur-
veyors Bill. Clause 12 says:—

The said Board shall grant a firat-class cer-

tificate of competency to every person who
aatisfies the Board that he has heen in charge
of and has efficiently nanaged, upon a mine,
winding machinery worked by steam, by which
men were raised and lowered in cages, for a
period of 12 months prior to the application
for such certificate, and shall grant a second-
class certificate to every person who satisfies
the Board that he has been in charge of and
has efficiently managed upon a mine machinery
worked by steam fur a period of twelve months
prior to the application for such certificate,
and such certificate shall confer the same pri-
vileges as a certificate of competency of the
same class.
Was that not all T asked for the surveyors?
The House, to be consistent, should strike
out the clause, but I shall support it.
The hon. gentleman has given no reason
why the Bill is necessary, and in the
absence of any reason I cannot support
the measure.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

MOTION—LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Hox. H. BRIGGS, without notace,
moved that 14 days’ leave of absence be
granted to the Hon. H. G. Parsons.
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Mr. PRESIDENT : Before I put this
motion, I must again draw the attention
of lion. members to this question of leave
of absence heing given. I think the rule
for leave of absence has been strained to
its utmost degree, this session. Those
hon. members who are away from the
colony, of course, cannot help it, but
members residing in the eolony I think
should certainly make some effort to
attend. Suppose o case of emergency
arose, and it was desired to suspend the
Standing Orders, the work of the Council
might be stopped. I think it my duty,
as President, to call attention to this
matter.
- Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 9 o'clock p.m.
until the next Tuesday.

Tegislative Assembly,
Thursday, 25th November, 1897

Message (appropriatiou) r¢ Supply Bill—Papers Pre-
sented —Question: Post and Telegraph Offices for
Northampton—Question : Ingpactor of DMines for
Kanowna gud Bulong—5tock Disenses Act Amend-
ment Bill : first reading—Return : Perth Public Hos-
pital—Sale of Liquers Act Amendment Bilt: third
reading --Employment Brekers Bill: third reading—
Industrial Statisties Bill: third reading—Iin-
migration Restriction Bill: third reading—High
School Act Amendment Bill: second reading—-Dog
Act Amendment Bill: Legislative Council’'s Amend-
ments; jn committee—Local Inscribed Stock Bill:
Legislative Council's Amendments; Speaker's Rul-
ing; in committee—Annun] Estimates: Debate on
Finnueinl Pelicy; in Commitiee of Supply—Ad-
journment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chairat 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.
MESSAGE (APPROPRIATION) RE SUPPLY
BILL.

A Message from the Governor was re-
ceived and read, recommending an appro-



